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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 All candidates must  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners m ust  mark 
the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the last . 

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 
rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised 
for om issions.  

 Exam iners should mark according to the mark schem e not  according to 
their percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark schem e 
should be used appropriately.  

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 
Exam iners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 
m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be prepared to 
award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  
according to the m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 
pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and exemplificat ion may be 
lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark 
schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 
it  with an alternat ive response. 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el  m ar k  b an d   

 The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a 
level.  Follow these unless there is an inst ruct ion given within a level. 
However, where a level has specific guidance about  how to place an 
answer within a level,  a lw ay s follow that  guidance. 

 
 2  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with the presumpt ion that  the m ark will be the higher of the two. 
An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower mark. 

 

 3  m ar k  b an d s 

Start  with a presumpt ion that  the m ark will be the m iddle of the three. 
An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower mark. 
An answer which is well supported gets the higher m ark. 

 
 4  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with a presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the upper m iddle m ark of 
the four.  
An answer which is poorly supported gets a lower m ark. 
An answer which is well supported and shows depth or breadth of 
coverage gets the higher m ark. 

 
 
 



 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

1  ( a)  

( i )  

 

( i i )  

 

( i i i )  

 

( i v )  

 

( v )  

 

( v i )  

 

1  ( b )  

( i )  

 

( i i )  

 

( i i i )  

 

( i v )  

 

( v )  

 

( v i )  

 

   
I ndus 
 
The Karakoram  Range/ Him alayas 
 
Gom al Pass/   Kurram  Pass/   Khyber Pass 
 
Cem ent  m aking 
 
Cyclone / t ropical cyclone 
 

C   800,000 km 2 
 
 
Barani 
 
Port  Gwadar/ Gwadar 
 
Readym ade garments/ text iles  
 

B  190 m illion 
 
Rem it tances 
 
Karachi 

 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

2  ( a) ( i )  

 

Coastal 1 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

2 ( a) ( i i )  Plots correct   2 
 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

2 ( a) ( i i i )  Has two seasons. (1)  A wet  and a dry season. (1)   
 
There is not  m uch rain from  Sept -May,(1)  and quite a lot  in 
July and August . (1)  
 
The dry period lasts from  October to May. (1)   
 
October is the driest  m onth, (1)  because it  has 0m m  
rainfall.(1)  
 
The highest  rainfall is in July, (1)  with 80m m . (1)   
 
Max 2 marks if no inform at ion ( figures/  months)  from  
graphs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 



 
 

 
 

Number I ndicat ive content  Mark 

2 ( a)  i v )  The South West  Monsoon (1)  occurs in summer (1) .   
 
The m ain winds blow from  the Bay of Bengal where they 
collect  moisture (evaporat ion)  (1) .  
 
After crossing Bangladesh and N I ndia (1) , the low pressure 
system  located over S Pakistan (1)  causes the winds to take 
a W/  NW direct ion to reach cent ral Pakistan (1) . 
 
Mountain areas, such as the Western Ghats and the 
Him alayas (1) , cause uplift  and condensat ion so the 
m oisture content  (1)  causes convect ional precipitat ion to 
occur (1) .                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

2  ( b )   Two main areas of f looding – coastal and the I ndus River 
system .  

 Likely example used 2010 floods.  
 The broader short - term  econom ic effects of flooding include 

food pr ices soaring, exacerbat ing fears of a new round of high 
inflat ion. I n addit ion, greater government  expenditure on the 
em ergency relief effort  increases the fiscal deficit .  

 Longer term  -  Pakistan m ay face balance of paym ents crisis.  
 Agricultural product ion not  only plays a cr it ical role for 

Pakistan’s dom est ic econom y, it  is also important  for its 
exports. Much of the m ain crop producing areas are along the 
I ndus system  and therefore suscept ible to flooding.  

 Pakistan’s r ice exports in 2009 were worth $1.8 billion, 
therefore the loss is econom ically im portant  as r ice exports 
account  for  10%  of Pakistan’s exports.  

 Cot ton and cot ton yarn exports in 2009 totalled $3.2 billion, or 
18%  of Pakistan’s total exports. 

  Cot ton is also vital for Pakistan’s other leading exports—
clothing and other text ile art icles—which together were worth 
$5.8 billion, or 33%  of total exports. 

  A slow recovery in agricultural product ion will adversely affect  
its balance of t rade and potent ially cont r ibute to a balance of 
paym ents cr isis.  

 Beneficial as sedim ent  deposits add nut r ients to the soil 
therefore increasing agricultural product ion and exports 

 Beneficial as foods recharge reservoirs providing water for 
indust ry and power product ion and raising econom ic output .  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Describes flooding in Pakistan.  May make a simple link to 
econom y such as floods cost  m oney to clear up.   

Lev el  2  3-4 Out lines one or two reasons to explain the econom ic im pacts 
of f looding.  Likely to be based at  a local level rather than 
focused on the econom y of Pakistan. Noted that  floods have 
a negat ive impact . 

Lev el  3  5-6 Clear links to the econom y of Pakistan, sees both long and 
short  term  im plicat ions or com m ents on the beneficial 
aspects at  the top end. 



 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

3  ( a) ( i )  

 

  I ndian   
1 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

3 ( a) ( i i )  Epicent re – locat ion on the surface where the im pacts of an 
earthquake are most  st rongly felt  (1) .   
 
Focus-  point  within the Earth’s crust  where an earthquake 
originates (1) . 

 
 
 
 
2 

 

Number I ndicat ive content  Mark 

3 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Two tectonic plates are converging (1) . The I ndian plate is 
m oving northwards into the Eurasian plate (1) . There is no 
subduct ion as both plates are cont inental (1) . The format ion of 
fold m ountains (Him alayas)  produces huge st ress in the crust  
(1) , this causes fractures called fault  lines (  1) . Movem ent  
along these fault  lines results in earthquakes (1) .                       

 
 
 
 
3 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

3 ( a) ( iv )  Loss of life / severe injur ies (1) .  Loss of homes and 
processions (1) .  Dest ruct ion of infrast ructure m aking 
t ravelling diff icult  (1) .  May have to live in tem porary 
accomm odat ion (such as tents)  for  long periods (1) .I ncreased 
r isk of diseases (1) .Loss of incom e (1) . People m igrate from  
affected rural areas to urban areas (1) . Psychological im pacts 
due to loss of hom e/ incom e/ fam ily(1) .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  Mark 

3  ( b )   Environm ental pollut ion can be pollut ion of the air  
(atm ospheric)  water/ sea, land and soil,  noise and visual 
pollut ion.   

 I n Pakistan there is pollut ion of the r iver system s and 
soil from  agricultural run-off – fert iliser nit rogen based -  
fert iliser plus ‘night  soil’ -  especially  cot ton growing, and 
from  animal/ human waste which add heavy metals to 
the soil.   

 I ndust r ialisat ion-and m ineral ext ract ion causes 
pollut ion-such as increasing green-house gasses. 

 I ncreased car ownership and the decline of the rail 
system  add addit ional pollut ion.  

 There are a num ber of laws in place to help cont rol 
pollut ion but  these are not  usually enforced.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Describes one or two factors which m ay cause pollut ion 

Lev el  2  3-4 A num ber of pollut ion sources described in som e detail but  
not  fully explained  

Lev el  3  5-6 Gives a full explanat ion of the causes and im pacts of at  least  
two environm ental pollutants. At  the top end there should be 
specific reference to Pakistan. 



 
 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

4  ( a) ( i )  

 

  49%  (47 – 50% )  1 
 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

4 ( a) ( i i )  Graphs correct ly com pleted  
 

 
2 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

4 ( a) ( i i i )  General t rend – the %  increases from the N to the S (1) .   
Figures are very low in the NWFP   (17% ) (1) . I ncreasing to 
49%  in Sindh (1) .  

 
 
3 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  Mark 

4  ( a) ( i v )  

 

NWFP  is a very undeveloped area with poor infrast ructure 
(1) . The relief m akes it  difficult  to build urban set t lements 
(1) .  The area does not  have the m oney to support  urban 
areas (1) .  The t r ibal populat ion does not  want  to leave their  
rural way of life (1) . I t  is an area based on subsistence 
agriculture so low incom e for urban developm ent  (1) .              

 
 
 
 
4 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

4 ( b )   There is a difference in factors such as lifestyle, em ploym ent , 
econom ic status and nut r it ion between rural and urban areas.  

 I n rural areas em ploym ent  is usually pr im ary based, the village 
is relat ively sm all, the incom e low (m ay be subsistence)  and 
liable to be st rongly affected by clim ate and other variat ions. 
These factors are not  so influent ial in urban areas.  

 Fem ale equality and em ployment  is m ush higher in urban than 
rural areas. 

 Educat ion and nut r it ional standards are usually lower in rural 
areas than in urban areas. 

 The social st rat ificat ion frequent ly includes t r ibal elders;  feudal 
system s, for exam ple in rem ote areas of Sind and Baluchistan 
provinces, cont inue to exist  and rest r ict  econom ic developm ent . 
Such system s are not  found in the larger urban areas. 

 However, som e rural areas e.g. in the Punjab and Sindh are 
m uch more advanced with educat ional standards not  far below 
urban areas. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Describes one or two characterist ics of rural and/ or urban 
areas. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Gives one or two reasons for the differences in the areas.  
Likely to be about  employment  and educat ion/ infrast ructure. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Two reasons fully explained. At  the top should com ment  on the 
causes of the differences, perhaps with reference to locat ions 
or nam ed urban areas. Uses geographical term s appropriately. 

 



 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

5 ( a) ( i )  

 

  The Punjab   
1 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

5 ( a) ( i i )  Correct  com plet ion of graph  2 
 

  

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

5 ( a) ( i i i )  Other indicators – income (1) ,  life expectancy (1) , m easures 
of poverty (1) , disease indicators (1) , dem ographic indicators 
(1) , I nfant  mortality (1) . Number of doctors/ health facilit ies 
(1) . 
 
Need to develop points/ expand on indicator in MS for 2nd 
m ark.  

 
 
 
 
4 
(1+ 1)+  
(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  Mark 

5 ( a) ( i v )  

 

 

Northern Areas – very poor infrast ructure (1) ,(due to relief 
and lack of investment )  (1)  so not  able to collect  data(1) .  
Tr ibal com m unit ies not  willing to give inform at ion (1) . Lack of 
educat ion so unable to complete forms (1) .  Tr ibal 
areas/ feudal areas which are polit ically unstable so not  safe to 
collect  data (1) . Difficult  to collect  data on those following a 
nom adic way of life (1) . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
  



 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

5  ( b )  The problem s caused by class differences and social inequalit ies 
 There is a m arked class variat ion in the populat ion of 

Pakistan based on the unequal     dist r ibut ion of incom e in 
Pakistan.  

  I n rural areas the incom e difference is very m arked due to 
feudal system / t radit ion in e.g. the N.W.F. province and 
social and class differences are greater than in urban areas. 

  Cont rol by feudal ruling class m eans that  frequent ly very 
conservat ive policies are adopted;  this prevents 
development  of the areas concerned.  

 The unequal systems in rural areas m ean that  some 
younger workers, especially m en, either m igrate to urban 
areas or to other count r ies.  This causes populat ion 
im balances in rural areas (age/ gender)  and lack of labour to 
im plem ent  any im provem ent  policies such as agricultural 
reform s.  

  Bonded labour and child labour are indicat ive of the social/  
class div isions within Pakistan, the feudal social/ class 
system  prevents governm ent  at tem pts to reduce such 
problem at ic employment  from  succeeding.  

 I n urban areas, m arked social divisions occur.  Higher 
local/ nat ional investment  ( infrast ructure, educat ion etc.)  is 
given to the m ore wealthy and social higher groups.  This is 
increasing the differences between urban populat ions 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Nam es and briefly describes reasons for social inequalit y.  

Lev el  2  3-4 A clear descr ipt ion of  one or two problem s result ing from  either 
aspect , a part ial at tempt  to explain the factors at  the top of this 
level.   

Lev el  3  5-6 Both aspects explained with a clear focus on the result ing 
problems and the significance of each. Clear exem plificat ion at  
the top of the level. 

 
  



 
 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

6  ( a) ( i )  

 

Sindh 
 

1 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

6 ( a) ( i i )  Graphs correct ly com pleted   
2 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

6 ( b )  

( i )  

Most  of the cot ton produced in Pakistan is grown in a belt  
running north-south (1)  along the eastern border of the nat ion 
(1) . Along the River I ndus and its t r ibutaries (1) . The province 
of Punjab accounts for the majority of the nat ion’s product ion, 
producing 85 percent  of Pakistan's total cot ton(1) ,while the 
province of Sindh produces the other 15%  of Pakistan's 
cot ton(1) . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 

Number I ndicat ive content  Mark 

6 ( b ) ( i i )  Cot ton seeds sown 30-45cm  apart  (1)  from  April to May (1) . 
Earlier in S. Sindh (March)  (1) . One month after plant ing, 
irr igat ion takes place (1) . Second ir r igat ion takes place after a 
further 2 months (1) . Cot ton bolls r ipen October to November 
(1) . Fert ilisers are used to increase the crop yield (1) . 
Pest icides are used to kill pests -  such as boll weevil (or 
worm / grub) (1) .             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 
  



 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

6  ( c)  Total cropped area of Pakistan is 23.04 m illion hectors. 90%  of the 
land is irr igated and only rem aining 10%  is rain fed. The problem s 
include;  

 Salinisat ion, every year, salinity alone is turning about  100,000 
acres of arable land into marshes and salt  lands. This is caused 
by over- irr igat ion and poor regulat ion of water.  

 Rising water tables. About  25%  of the irr igated area of 
Pakistan is affected by water logging and salinity problem s.  

 Leakage and water waste, the archaic m ethod of f lood 
irr igat ion is st ill in pract ice in whole of the count ry which 
wastes alm ost  50 to 60 percent  of water. 

 I nefficient  methods such as poor m aintenance of the canal 
system s, as above. 

 I nsufficient  water. The I ndus Basin Treaty 1960 has failed to 
stop I ndia from  const ruct ing water reservoirs on the channels 
flowing to Pakistan. 

 Water borne diseases. 
 Slit t ing up of irr igat ion channels and reservoirs. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Describes 1 or 2 problem s connected with ir r igat ion such as 
water loss. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Explanat ion of at  least  one factor, such as the reason for 
water loss from  the canal system, a second factor 
ment ioned but  not  fully explained. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Full explanat ion of a least  two factors.  There should be 
specific reference to Pakistan at  the top of t his level. 

 
  



 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

7  ( a) ( i )  

 

  Passengers   
1 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

7 ( a) ( i i )  Linear (1) /  from  north to south(1) /  m ost ly in east  (1) /  joins 
the m ain towns/ cit ies (1) /  m ost ly nat ional( / few lines across 
internat ional borders(1) /  one line from  east  to west / (1) .  

 
 
 
2 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

7 ( a) ( i i i )  Most ly built  before 1947(1) / m ajor ity of lines single t rack/  uses 
steam  locom ot ives/ not  elect r if ied so inefficient  (1) / suffers from  
low investment / m ore government  money has been spent  on 
m otorways/ airports (1)  leading to low investm ent  (1) .Needs 
im proving to at t ract  m ore users especially freight  (1) , only a 
sm all %  of count ry adequately served by rail t ransport  (1) . 
Needs im proving to provide addit ional t ransport  links to China 
and other neighbour ing count r ies (1) . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 

Number I ndicat ive content  Mark 

7 ( a) ( i v )  

 

 

Describe the need for reliable and cheap power (1) , a skilled 
work force (1) .  An available m arket  (1) .   I nvestm ent  to 
establish a stable polit ical situat ion in selected region (1) .   
Availabilit y of suitable technology/ research facilit ies (1) .  
                                   

 
 
 
4 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

7  ( b )   Provide a significant  percentage of the export  base for exam ple 
carpets and sports goods which earn about  3.7%  of total 
exports.  

 Sm all-scale indust r ies in Pakistan earn foreign exchange and 
help reduce the deficit  in balance of paym ents.  

 Sm all scale indust r ies are m ajor source of em ploym ent  in urban 
areas and increase governm ent  incom e and lower 
unem ployment (  therefore government  expenditure) .  

 Cot tage indust r ies are econom ically regionally  very im portant  –
especially in rural areas. They help to reduce regional disparit ies 
in econom ic developm ent .  

 Allow em ploym ent  of wom en which broadens the region/  count ry 
econom ic base.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Describes one or two aspects of cot tage indust r ies  

Lev el  2  3-4 Makes som e com ment  on the cont r ibut ion to the econom y – 
likely to be at  one of two levels, local,  giv ing em ployment , or 
internat ional,  supplying exports.  

Lev el  3  5-6 Considers the econom ic im portance at  local and nat ional 
scales with references to nam ed indust r ies and support ing 
evidence at  the top end of this level. 

 



 
 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

8  ( a) ( i )  

 

 15%  (13 -17% )  
1 

 

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

8 ( a) ( i i )  Correct  plots  
Thickness of flow line, 0,5 to 0.7 cm s(1)  
Direct ion of flow line, NE (1) .   

 
 
2 

  

Quest ion 
Number 

Correct  Answer Mark 

8 ( a) ( i i i )  Raw m aterials especially pet roleum (1)  sem i -m anufactured 
goods;  iron and steel (1)  m anufactured goods;  m achinery, 
plast ics, t ransportat ion equipm ent  (1)  food:  edible oils/ tea (1) . 

 
 
 
3 

 

Number I ndicat ive content  Mark 

8 ( a) ( i v )  Total value of im ports exceeds exports (1)Pakistan runs regular 
t rade deficit s pr im arily due to high im ports of energy (1)  The 
cost  of oil has r isen rapidly over last  5 years (1)  Dem and for 
energy cont inues to r ise with som e developm ent  of indust ry 
and car ownership (1)  Pakistan is pr im arily agriculture-based 
count ry so value of exports is low (1) .  

 
 
 
 
 
4 

 

  



 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

8 ( b )   I n recent  years, the com binat ion of r ising oil consum pt ion and flat  
oil product ion in Pakistan has led to r ising oil im ports from  Middle 
East  exporters. 

  Pakistan had oil reserves of 300 m illion barrels as of January 
2006.  

 The majority of produced oil com es from  reserves located in the 
southern half of the count ry, with the three largest  oil-producing 
fields located in the I ndus Basin. 

 Pakistan had 28 t r illion cubic feet  of proven natural gas reserves 
in 2006.  

 These reserves are located in the southern half of Pakistan. 
Natural gas dem and cont inues to exceed supply.  

 Hydroelect r ic power represents a third of Pakistan’s power 
source, however, per iodic droughts affect  the availabilit y of 
hydropower product ion.  

 The largest  being the Tabela plant  at  3,046 m egawat ts (MW) 
installed capacity. Others are:  Mangla (1,000 MW), Warsak (240 
MW), and Chashm a (184 MW).  

 Although Pakistan has plans to develop addit ional hydroelect r ic 
generat ing capacity, infrast ructure const raints, such as access 
roads in m ountainous regions and reset t lem ent  costs have stalled 
progress.  

 Pakistan is at tem pt ing to expand the use of renewable energy to 
help br idge the gap of energy deficiency in the count ry.  

 Pakistan has one nuclear power plant , Chashm a-1, with 300 MW 
of installed capacity. Chashm a-2 is being developed with the help 
of China Nat ional Nuclear Corporat ion. The plant  will have 325 
MW of installed capacity and due to have been com pleted by 
2009.  

 I n 2012 Pakistan opened solar power in I slam abad. The Project  
t it led " I nt roduct ion of Clean Energy by Solar Elect r icity 
Generat ion System" is a special grant  aid project  of Japan 
I nternat ional Cooperat ion Agency (JI CA)  under Cool Earth 
Partnership.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Describes one or 2 energy resources.   

Lev el  2  3-4 Describes several energy resources (oil,  gas and solar for  
exam ple)  and why they are im portant  to Pakistan. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Describes num ber of energy resources and how these m ight  be 
developed in the future – notes the lack development  of m any of 
the fossil fuel resources and the likely dependence over t im e on 
m ore sustainable resources. Refers to nam ed facilit ies at  the top 
of this level.  
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